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Sports 
Lady Raiders down Lady 'Dores inOT 

By KATY KOSHAKJI 
Sports Writer 

The MTSU Lady Raiders 
slipped by the Vanderbilt Lady 
Commodores in overtime 
Wednesday night, 73-66, in 
what Coach Larry Inman 
called a "great team effort." 

Neither team was in control 
in the first half, since each 
team was charged with eight 
turnovers apiece. Tight defense 
denied the inside game to both 
teams. 

"WE CREATED our own 
floor mistakes and missed shots 
when we had to have them," 

Women 
host 
Murray 

By MIKE JONES 
Sports Editor 

MTSU's Lady Raiders host 
Murray State's struggling Lady 
Racers tonight at Murphy 
Center, but the game will not 
be a cakewalk for his team, 
according to Head Coach 
Larry Inman. 

"I look for them to have 
gained confidence," Inman 
said."They are getting their 
things together, beating 
Tennessee Tech recently." 

THE LADY Racers are 
powered by Diane Oakley, 
who is the leading scorer in the 
conference with a 21.2 point 
per-game average. Jennie 
Redwine also handles some of 
the scoring duties, hitting 12.5 
points per game. Oakley is also 
among the league leaders in 
rebounding. 

Murray State has been 
having its trouble with con- 
ference matches, currently 
winning only two OVC 
matches the entire season. 
They have lost four times in the 
conference and are 5-12 
overall. 

MTSU, on the other hand, 
has been rolling along in first 
place with a 6-0 league mark, 
and their win over the Van- 
derbilt Lady Commodores 
Wednesday night pushed them 
to 17-4 overall on the year. 

AS THEseason winds down, 
it looks more and more like the 
Lady Raiders will be the team 
to beat in tournament action. 
But the tournament will 
present several problems for 
the Lady Raiders. 

The biggest of those 
problems is that the tour- 
nament cannot be held at 
MTSU, due to scheduling 
conflicts for the use of Murphy 
Center. The team with the best 
record in the league normally 
hosts the tournament. Inman 
has said many times this year 
that playing on the road 
automatically takes away 10 
points from the visiting team. 

He also noted thathis team 
will havebetterdefensive play 
out of his crew in order to be 
strong down the stretch. 

"WE HAVE played well 
offensively all year with a 
couple of exceptions," Inman 
explained. "Our defensive play 
has slumped off lately, and 
we've got to cut down on 
turnovers. We've got to be 
playing our best ball by 
tournament time." 

The Lady Raiders remain at 
home Monday night to host 
UT-Martin in a non- 
conferenceencounter, while 
the Lady Racers will return 
home to tangle with the 
Mississippi University for 
Women. 
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Inman said afterward. 
"I felt we had to play better 

defense," the coach continued. 
"Defense was the big dif- 
ference, Vandy changed a lot 
with their defense trying to 
confuse us." 

Inman also praised the 
strong effort he got from his 
bench, to give the starters a rest 
from the physical actions on 
the court. 

ALTHOUGH Vanderbilt 
shot better from the field in the 
first half, MTSU came out on 
topwith the score of 33-30 at 
half time. 

In the second half, both 
teams looked totally different, 
as shooting percentages went 
down but poise and technique 
improved for both teams. 

"We kept our poise and 
played the percentage," Inman 
said. 

VANDERBILT shot 38 
percent from the field opposed 
to MTSU's 34.8 percent in the 
second half, and Vanderbilt 
shot better overall for the 
game, hitting 40.5 percent to 
MTSU's 37. 5 percent. 

The consistency of errorsby 
both tea*"   led to the tie score 

of    58-58    at    the    end    of 
regulation. 

At the 28-second mark, 
MTSU had a 68-66 lead as 
Cyndi Lindley and Holly 
Hoover sunk their foul shots to 
put MTSU in the captain's 
chair. Vanderbilt would not 
score again. 

EVA LEMEH then splashed 
the Commodores with a 35- 
foot jump shot at the final 
buzzer to ice the win. 

Sherry Smith controlled the 
fast breaks in the overtime 
period as she hit three con- 

secutive shots to keep MTSU on 
top. 

Top scorers for the Lady 
Raiders were junior Holly 
Hoover with 17 points, and 
sophomore Jennifer McFall 
with 16 points. 

"HOLLY is our intimidator 
or our Abdul-Jabbar," Inman 
chuckled. 

Playing the entire game 
without committing any 
personal fouls. Lady Com- 
modore Donna Atkinson nailed 
22 points. Jackie Cowan, a 
graduate   of   White's   Creek 

High School in Nashville, 
scored 14 points in a losing 
effort. 

Sophomore Harriet 
Brumfield, who recently 
passed the 1,000 point mark in 
her career, scored 12 points for 
Vanderbilt. 

The win over Vanderbilt 
now brings MTSU to an overall 
record of 17-4 and 6-0 in the 
OVC. The eyes are now 
looking to Murray State, who 
they will face Friday night at 
Murphy Center. The Lady 
Raiders defeated Murray State 
earlier in the season, 75-62. 
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Taking the baseline 
Lady Raider guard Sherry Smith (30) drives around a Vanderbilt defender In Wednesday night's 
73-66 overtime win for MTSU. Both the men and the women host Murray State tonight, with 
women's action slated to get underway at 8 p.m. The men's game will get underway at 10:30 
p.m. and will be telecast live on WZTV in Nashville. 

Donnelly signs two more gridmen 
By MAT "CHILI" WILLIAMS 

Sports Writer 
The MTSU football coaching 

staff has continued to hit the 
recruiting trail, signing two 
more potential Raider stars this 
week. 

Both of these athletes have a 
chance to step in and con- 
tribute immediately, according 
to head coach James "Boots" 
Donnelly. 

THE BIG catch was Tony- 
Burse of Lafayette, Ga. Burse 
is a 6-1, 205-pound fullback 
who runs a 4.6 40-yard dash 
and bench presses 330 pounds. 
The brusing runner was in- 
jured in the eighth game of his 
senior season, but had already 
gained 1,200 yards. Burse had 
drawn the attention of such 
powers as Notre Dame, Ohio 
State, Auburn and Alabama. 

"Burse is one of the better 
athletes that we've signed," 
Donnelly said. 

The other signee is Quinn 
Hardy, a 6-1, 195-pound free 
safety from Covington, Ga. 
Hardy also possesses 4.6 speed 
in the 40-yard dash and is 
another  one  of the  talented 

athletes  the  state  of  Georgia 
keeps producing. 

"HARDY has a chance to 
play free safety of defensive 
end," Donnellv noted. 

The state of Georgia has 
been good to the Raiders in the 
past. Six native Georgians 
started for MTSU last season, 
and the addition of these two 
players should help continue 
the trend. 

"Georgia has always been a 
good recruiting area for us," 
Donnelly confirmed. 

THIS brings the total of 
signees to 10, with a goal of 15 

projected. 
"We had so few scholarships 

to give out that we felt it would 
be best to take our time and 
sign the players we really 
wanted," the coach said. 

"Most of the kids we've 
signed are wrestling or playing 
basketball, which is a tribute to 
their athletic ability," Don- 
nelly explained. 

ONE OF those signees, 
Roger Wood, scored 23 points 
and hauled in 20 rebounds in a 
recent high-school game. 

Donnelly also said that most 
of the signees are excellent 
students who carry high grade- 
point averages, such as Kalea 
Liu, who sports a 3.2 GPA 
when he's not mauling op- 
posing linemen in his spare 
time. 

Donnelly said the Raiders 
hope to sign five or six more 
players and are looking at a 
prospect in Nashville, two in 
Pittsburg and two in Florida. 

As for the returning squad 
members, winter workouts are 
rolling through the sixth week 
with positive results being 
seen, Donnelly affirmed. 

Raiders host Murray 
in televised OVC tilt 

By MIKE JONES 
Sports Editor 

MTSU and Murray State will share the title role in the up- 
coming OVC production of "Friday Night Live," slated for a 
10:30 p.m. tipoff time tonight at Murphy Center. 

The game is the last of several live televison games which the 
conference has lined up for this season, and will be broadcast on 
WZTV in Nashville. 

THE TWO teams met in an earlier TV game, but it was not 
seen in this area due to technical difficulties. Murray State won 
the game, despite a seven-point Raider lead at one time in the 
second half. 

The Racers are still in the conference-drivers seat with an 8-2 
record, despite dropping two games recently. The Akron Zips 
snuck up on Coach Ron Greene's club and handed them a 84-76 
loss behind an astounding 47-point performance from Joe 
Jakubick, the leading scorer in the conference. 

Last week, Tennessee Tech's Golden Eagles downed Murray, 
78-73, behind Lonnie Boone's high-scoring effort. The Golden 
Eagles then turned around and lost to MTSU the following night. 

RAIDER mentor Stan "Ramrod" Simpson feels that the recent 
"slump" Murray has been in will hurt his team more than help. 

"Personally, I prefer to catch a team when they've won a few 
games and surprise them," Simpson explained. "Everyone goes 
through a slump now and then." 

The MTSU coach knows about slumps. His Blue Raiders went 
through a nine-game losing streak before beating Austin Peay last 
month. They will be looking to take their second consecutive 
victory in as many games, something they haven't done since 
December when the Raiders notched back-to-back wins against 
Western Kentucky and Trinity. 

THE RAIDERS currently hold a 5-5 record at home, and have 
wontwo of their last three at home. 

In the MTSU victory over Tennessee Tech Saturday, the 
Raiders improved their shooting percentage for the game to 
almost 50 percent, a mark that Simpson says will win his club 
some games if they can keep it up. 

"We've played good enough defensively the entire year to 
win," Simpson said. "Our offensive play has hurt us at times, 
especially in the earlier part of the season. We were giving the 
ball away offensively." 

OFFENSIVE production was handled by freshman guard 
LaRae Davis in the Tech victory. The Bainbridge, Ga., product 
scored 21 points on his way to OVC Rookie-of-the-Week honors. 
Simpson said that he is going to be counting freshmen likeDavis 
and 6-foot-10 Raleigh Choiceas the season winds down. Simpson 
alsoadded that Choice has shown good confidence in recent 
battles. 

Junior forward Doug Lipscomb is the leading scorer for the 
Raiders at the present, with a 12.5 point per-game average. Davis 
is right behind him with a 10 point per-game average.Lipscomb 
also leads the team in rebounding. 

As for the Racers, they have been labeled one of the most 
underrated teams in the nation, and Simpson calls the Racer's 6-6 
senior swingman Glen Green one of the best. 

"GREEN is a potential All-American," Simpson said. "He was 
tough on us last time and has always been trouble for us." 

Green's second-half effort against the Blue Raiders earlier this 
season spearheaded a second-half comeback to give the Racers a 
61-54 victory on their home floor. Green scored 15 points in the 
second half to lead the assault. 

Besides Green, the Racers also have the third and fourth 
leading scorers in the conference in Lamont Sleets and Ricky- 
Hood. Sleets has returned to the Racer lineup after missing almost 
all of last season with a stress fracture. He is currently averaging 
17 points an outing. Hood, a 6-foot-7, 195-pound bruiser out of 
Montgomery-, Ala., is right behind Green and Sleets in scoring 
average, hitting 16.9 points per game. 

THE ASPECT of television can have either a negative or 
positiveimpact on a team, according to Simpson, and in this case 
he thinks it will inspire his club. 

"I certainly hope we play well on TV," Simpson said. "I'll be 
surprised if it doesn't get my team up." 

The Raiders are currently 5-15 overall on the year, and their 
win over Tennessee Tech enabled them to climb out of the OVC 
cellar with a 2-8 record. As of press time, Austin Peay owns the 
worst record in the league, at 2-9. They faced Tennessee Tech last 
night in Cookeville. 

The next opponent for MTSU will be New Orleans, who will 
invade Murphy Center Monday night for a 7:30 p.m. non- 
conference clash. 

Murray State goes on another road trip to face Austin Peay on 
Feb. 25, and then will face the Louisville Cardinals, the team 
which knocked the Blue Raiders out of the NCAA Tournament 
last year, on Feb. 28 

♦ 


