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Blue Raiders lose seven 
of nine over spring break 
By Russell Luna 

Staff Writer 

Middle Tennessee baseball traveled to Austin 
Peay Wednesday, and will host a game against UT- 
Martin today and then travel to Birmingham 
Southern this weekend. 

Spring break was not easy for the Rlue Raiders, 
as MT lost seven of their nine games over the 
break. 

MT allowed W) runs in nine games, but did- 
notch a couple of victories against Missouri State 
and Southern Illinois. 

The Blue Raiders had a 5-3 lead in the eighth 
inning of Feb. 28's contest at Belmont. However, a 
pinch hit by Sam Grooms and a sacrifice fly by Ion 
Camp helped tie the game at five. In the bottom of 
the ninth, an RBI single by Ben Petscsh gave the 
Blue Raiders their first loss of the season. 

The Blue Raiders then opened their home sei ies 
against Missouri State. The Missouri Valle) 
Conference member used timely hitting and solid 
pitching to limit the Blue Raiders to only two runs 
in the first game, allowing MSI" to win 6-1. 

The Blue Raiders would answer back with a 17 
hits and 15 runs to snatch the second game. 15 2 

MSU's Tanner Mattson tallied three hits, two 
runs, and two RBI's to help the Bears capture the 

series on Sunday March 5th with an 11 -4 win. 
Coach Steve Peterson's crew then continued 

their road trip to Memphis and Southern Illinois 
that included playing five games in six days. 

MT will have played 14 of their first 18 games 
on the road before the Blue Raiders enter Sun Belt 
Conference play on March 24th. 

Nine runs in the first two innings helped the 
Memphis Tigers capture an 11-5 win. theii first 
win against MT since 2004. 

Despite having an early 2 1 lead, the Blue 
Raiders faltered as Memphis scored seven times in 
the final three innings to help take the game 8 3. 
The third game of the series was cancelled due to 
inclement weather. 

MT finished its Spring break road trip by trat 
eling to Carbondale, III. to play Southern Illinois. 
The Salukis captured the series despite losing the 
9-0 opener after an eight-inning shutout by Blue 
Raider Matt Scott. 

The Salukis would then take advantage ol Ben 
Maugeri's two-run single in the bottom ol the 
tenth to capture the second game 9 8. 

A single by Erik Alvarez in the bottom ol the 
ninth would help the Salukis capture a' >• win in 
the final game 

The loss dropped the Blue V 
all. 
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MT Softball's Ledbetter wins SBC Player of the Week 
By Jill Davis 

I rite' 

The Blue Rai< ill team (7-17) 
kept themselves buss during spring 
break. There were no beaches or vaca- 
tions, just softball fields and tourna- 
ment's and maybe a suntan in between. 

Middle Tennessee kicked off its 
spring break by defeating l'T  Martin in 
the first game ol a doubleheader. Muriel 
Ledbetter helped lead the Blue Raiders 
to a 6-4 win in the first game. 

Ledbetter picked up her first home 
run of the season, the third ot her 
career in the first inning. After that the 
Blue Raiders put up five more runs. 
I aura Moore gave MT the lead alter 
scoring lustine Cerda with an RBI. 
Ledbetter then scored again off an RBI 
single from Katie Mielke. Jennifer 
Dorais brought in Melissa Weiland off 
an RBI and Mielke scored off a UT- 
Martin error. 

I edbetter's second homerun of the 
game was in the top ol the seventh 
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MT then came home tor a lew days 
to play Chattanooga and took two wins 
in the series. Moore tossed hei first 
shutout of her career against 
Chattanooga to win 3-0. She allowed 
only one hit and had two strikeouts 
along with two walks. The game went 
scoreless until the bottom of the sixth 
when the Blue Raiders scored three 
runs. 

The Blue Raiders got the first two 
tuns of the second game. Chattanooga 
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The Blue Rakleis pac ked their things 
once again and traveled to Palo Alto, 
( .ilit, loi the Stanford Invitational the 
weekend aftei spi ing break. I hi- Blue 
Raiders were hand< d their first shutout 
ol the season against \>\ I'. I tl. 

M I went on to drop iis second game 
of the tournament I I to Wisconsin. 
I his time the Rim Raiders picked up 
two inns in tlit- game to avoid another 
shutout. Ml s game against Pacific was 
rained out. 

In the final da) ot the tournament, 
tht Blue Raiders fell to host Stanford 
I * l and then i ime back to deleat 
Miami of Ohio " '<. Freshman 
Samantha I loul got liei fust start on 
the mound as a Blue Raidei against 

imi o| < Ihio •■In went one inning 
illowing livi i uns and stru< k out one. 

I edliettei was name Mm Belt Player 
ol the Wee! llin the tournament. 

I he Blue Raiders trawl to Starkville, 
Mississippi to pl,n Mississippi Slate 
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Men's Tennis:' 
Continued from 8 

of the match, leaving the Blue- 
Raiders needing just one more 
win. 

MT yet again failed to close out 
a match, however, as Siljestrom 
and Schledorn both held leads 
belore relinquishing control. 
Siljestrom was defeated 1 -7,7-6,6- 
2 by Baker at No. 1, and Schledorn 
dropped a 3-6,6-2.6-4 decision to 
Model at No. 4. 

Kuruppu matched the Jaguars' 
Mark C-cllard blow-for-blow but 
lost a tight match at No. 5,7-5,6-4. 

The match marked the fourth 
time this season the Blue Raiders 
lost by a 4-3 margin. 

A change in scenery could not 
help the Blue Raiders on March 8, 
as the losing streak extended to 
three with a 6-1 loss to 74th- 
ranked Fresno State. 

The score of the contest repre- 
sented the first time MT dropped a 
decision by more than one point 
this season. 

The Bulldogs swept the doubles 
to claim an early 1 -0 lead. 

Charles Irie and Rudolf Siwy 
were 8-5 winners over Allan and 
Schledorn at No. 2, and Jakob Cech 
and Sam Tadevosian notched an 8- 
6 victory over Pollack and Richard 
at No. 3. 

FSU pulled a significant upset at 
No. 1 doubles when the unranked 
team of Sam Gibbs and Sergi 
Modoc claimed a 9-8 (2) victory 
over the third-ranked duo of Born 
and Siljestrom. 

For MT's "Twin Towers," it was 
their first defeat of the season. 

The Blue Raiders could not 
rebound in singles, losing four 
matches in three sets. 

Modoc gave the Bulldogs a 2-0 
lead by defeating Born 6-4, 6-2 at 
No. 2. 

Irie kept things rolling for FSU 
with a 6-4,0-6,7-5 win over Allan 
at No. 4. 

The match was sealed when 
Tadevosian bested Pollack by a 6-2, 
5-7,6-2 margin at No. 5. 

Schledorn garnered the only 
point of the match for MT when 
he outlasted Siwy 7-6, 3-6, 6-3 at 
No. 3. 

Jordi Ballesterof FSU responded 
with a 4-6,6-0,7-6(3) victory over 
Kuruppu at No. 6, and Siljestrom 
dropped another tiebreaker deci- 
sion, falling 4-6, 7-5. 7-6 (6) to 
74th-ranked Cech. 

Ups and downs" 
After the match, however, head 

coach Dale Short told MT Media 
Relations that he sensed his team 
was beginning to get back on track. 

"The guys fought hard and 1 was 
proud of their efforts," Short said. 
"If we can keep the right frame of 
mind and keep working, we will 
begin to turn the corner." 

Indeed, it seemed Short may 
have psychic abilities, because two 
days later, as the Blue Raiders upset 
23rd-ranked San Diego 4-2. 

The match snapped a three- 
game losing skid for MT, and per- 
haps more importantly for the 
Blue Raiders, proved the team 
could still win a close contest. 

The win also marked the first 
time MT has defeated a Top 25 
team since the 2002 NCAA 
Tournament, when the Blue 
Raiders ousted then 18th-ranked 
Alabama. 

Only singles contests were 
played due to the threat of rain, but 
inclement weather did not slow 
down the Blue Raiders. 

Born defeated Thomas 
Liversage of USD 6-3,6-2 at No. 2 
and Allan won 6-1,6-2 over Mirza 
Koristovic at No. 4. 

San Diego fired back with victo- 
ries at Nos. 5 and 6, as Ryo 
Sekiguchi defeated Pollack 6-3,6-4 
and lonas Mouly handled 
Kuruppu 6-3, 2-6, 7-5 at No. 6. 
respectively. 

With the score knotted at 2 -all, 
Schledorn came up big for MT 
against USD's Oscar Plotnik. The 
two split sets, then Schledorn gave 
up a break in the third. The junior 
managed to break back, however, 
and triumph by a 6-3,3-6,6-4 tally. 

Needing a win to secure the 
match at No. 1, 47th-ranked 
Siljestrom faced off against 45th- 
ranked Pierrick Ysern. 

The match was a back-and- 
forth affair, with Siljestrom surren- 
dering a break in the third but 
coming back to force a tiebreaker. 

Siljestrom took a quick 6-1 lead 
in the tiebreaker before Ysern won 
the next four points. The Blue 
Raider junior finally dosed out the 
match by winning the last point for 
a 6-3,5-7,7-6 (5) win. 

"We really needed a win like that 
to propel us in the right direction," 
Short told MT Media Relations. 

"We haven't been playing up to 
our potential like we showed in the 
fall, but this is a great way to end 
the trip." 

ALL THE EXTRAS... 
for no extra price! 
■ LARGEST 

♦ FREE Shuttle' 

♦ ADDITIONAL In   I 

♦ AFFORDABLE Pi 

♦ PERSONAL Batlr 

♦ 24 Hour Fitness ■ 

Basketball &VoHt. 

♦ 2 Tanning Cap s 

■ Cable with HBC- 

♦ High Spe>7 

♦ Resident Compc' 

♦ XBox Gaming Area 

♦ Air Hocke. 

* 2 Billiards Table 

Foosball Table 

* 24 Seat Movie Theater 

* Swimming Pool and Spa 
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2315 North Tennessee Blvd . MuHreesboroJN 37130 • Hour*: Mon-Fri 9 AM to 10 PM - Sai 10AM to 10 PM - Sun. IPM to 10PM 
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