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Three games to be televised 

Tournament attracts NCAA elite 
by Scott Adams 

Sports Editor 
With the arrival of the first 

NCAA Mid-East Regional in the 
history of Murfreesboro comes the 
attraction of some of the more 
elite teams and media people in 
the country. 

MTSU was chosen by the 
NCAA tournament committee 
from a field of several applicants 
who were bidding for the right to 
host the tournament. The selec- 
tion of Murphy Center marks only 

the second time in Ohio Valley 
Conference history that an NCAA 
tournament has been held at a 
member school. (Western Ken- 
tucky held a first round game in 
Diddle Arena during the Jim 
McDaniels era.) 

MTSU couldn't have gotten 
luckier as far as the tournament 
seedings went in that they will 
have the opportunity to see pre- 
viously number one ranked Notre 
Dame and Michigan State in 
action during Sunday's games. 

With the prominence of the 
Fighting Irish and MSU's Spar- 
tans, comes big time television 
exposure. 

Most fans were disheartened in 
finding out that popular NBC 
commentator Al McGuire would 
not be at Murphy Center, but Dick 
Einburg and Billy Packer will be. 
The significance of Einburg and 
Packer is that this almost assures 
that one of the two games on 
Sunday will be a national broad- 
cast. Both games are already 
committed to regional coverage. 
(Friday night's game between 
Eastern Kentucky and Tennessee 
will also be seen on TV with 
coverage being handled by Nash- 
ville's Channel 17.) 

From the beginning it was easy 
to see that participation was going 
to be high. Both sessions were 
sold out before noon on the same 
day that tickets went on sale, after 
the announcement of the teams 
that would be here. 

Another assurance is the fact 
that over 1,000 people turned out 
for Tennessee's practice session 
yesterday afternoon. 

All in all, it is easy to see that 
the tournament is the best thing 
that has ever happened to 
MTSU's athletic office as far as 
the effect that it will probably 
have on recruiting. After all, it's 
probably attractive to a recruit to 
be able to turn on the T.V. and see 
the place that he might be playing 
in one day. 

In first round action, Southland 
Conference champion Lamar Uni- 
versity will take on the heavily 
favored University of Detroit, led 
by scoring ace Terry Duerod. 
Lamar has its own scoring sensa- 
tion in Mike Olliver who, accord- 
ing to coach Billy Tubbs of LU, 
has the record for "the most long 
range jump shots taken in one 
season." 

Both teams average in the 80s 
as far as team scoring goes, and 
both coaches agree that it should 
be a very exciting run-and-gun 
matchup. 

The second game of the night 
will pit OVC champion Eastern 
Kentucky against the University 
of Tennessee, who won the SEC 
post season tournament last week 
in Birmingham, Ala. As of now, 
UT is favored over the Colonels by 
about eight points, but Vol coach 
Don Devoe said he never believes 
in pregame picks. 

"We haven't played anybody 
that compares to the way Eastern 
plays," Devoe said. "We're used 
to the rugged, strong arm tactics 
of the SEC, but Eastern seems to 
rely mainly on their quickness. 
Any way it goes, it should be an 
exciting game." 

Most likely, when next week 
rolls around, several people will 
still be talking about the tourna- 
ment and reminiscing. For now, 
everyone involved seems to be 
saying, "Let's live it up while we 
can." And can you blame them? 

Simpson in finals 
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Two-time, All-Sec performer Reggie Johnson erupted for several 
slams yesterday, much to the delight of the crowd of about 1,000 
who turned out to watch the Vols practice. 

MTSU's Pat Simpson finds 
himself among the giants of his 
sport this weekend as he com- 
petes in the NCAA wrestling 
finals in Ames, Iowa. Simpson, a 
senior from Nashville's Father 
Ryan High School, is the first 
wrestler to ever compete in the 
finals from MTSU. 

The University of Iowa is the 
defending national champion. 
Iowa will be pressed for the team 
title by host Iowa State and 
Wisconsin. 

Simpson wrestles in the 126 
pound division. The division fig- 
ures to be one of the tougher ones 
in the meet with Iowa's Randy 
Lewis listed as the pre-meet 
favorite. 

Simpson says his main concern 
now is forgetting his success at 
the Midwest regional tournament 
and concentrating on his upcom- 
ing matches in the finals. Simpson 
also stated he would like to "at 
least place in the tourney." 

Second seeded Tarja Ojala is seen here as she wins her match against Kathy Fasnoe of Western Michigan last Sunday. Ojala       photos by 
and her Lady Raider teammates face East Tennessee here on Saturday. They will not play again in Murfreesboro until April 4th.    BILL COOK 
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Tennessee coach Don Devoe, [left] and Eastern Kentucky's Ed 
Byhre,   [right]   discuss   their   first   round   match   up   during 
yesterday's press conference. 

Sports 
Talk 

by Scott Adams 
Sports Editor 

Western out of OVC ? 
Will the Western Kentucky Hilltoppers, one of the initial members of 

the Ohio Valley Conference, elect to fold up its tent and move to 
another conference? 

The question first arose earlier this year when the conference 
presidents decided tp vote down a proposal that would increase the 
number of scholarships which would be allowed each school to hand out »» 
for football. Western was the most vocal school in the conference about 
the matter, and there were whispers then that the Toppers would jump 
to another league. 

Now the question seems to have arisen again after the decision made 
by OVC Commissioner Bob Vanatta not to reverse the win by Eastern 
Kentucky in the finals of the conference tournament heW iost weekend 
in Richmond. * 

Although Vanatta said that there was no doubt that the game had 
ended before the critical free throws were awarded to EKU's Dave 
Tierney, he was quick to add that the NCAA does not recognize 
protests. 

Western Athletic Director John Oldham said that while there were 
several  rumors to the affect that the Hilltoppers would  leave  the 
conference, that no official meetings had been held to discuss the ^ 
matter. 

"The situation has popped up in almost all of our last few executive 
meetings, but as far as calling a meeting to discuss just that, we 
haven't," Oldham said. 

"I guess most of the rumors have concerned things that fans have 
said, but in looking back over the situation, I very seriously doubt that 
every school in the OVC hasn't talked about leaving the OVC at one 
time or another," Oldham added. 

Oldham wouldn't offer any suggestions as to where WKU might end 
up if they did leave the conference, but the most probable move would 
be to join East Tennessee, who left the OVC last season, in the 
Southern Conference. There might even be an outside chance that the 
Hilltoppers would end up in the Metro Seven, but the chances are 
pretty remote. 

By now most people, with the exception of Western Kentucky fans, 
are probably getting tired of rehashing the events that took place at this 
year's conference tournament. 

When asked about the situation by reporters at yesterday's press^ 
conference preceding the teams workout in Murphy Center, EKU coach 
Ed Byhre's comments were short and to the point. 

"We're here, we won the conference with a record of 9-3 and the 
team closest to us had a 7-5 record. There's no doubt in my mind that 
we deserve to be here," Byhre said. "We had to accept a few tough 
losses during the season, but we didn't cry about them." 

Byrhe's Colonels carry the OVC's hopes in the NCAA tournament 
and will face SEC representative Tennessee tonight at 9:36. 
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