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Filling; in the gaps 
Conference on Holocaust focuses on keeping memories alive 

James Evans 
Managing Editor 

t Some people would say that ignorance is 
bliss. Others would testify that those who forget 
will be destined to remember. But Holocaust 
survivors simply say. "never again." 

Even four months into the new century and 
nearly 70 years since the beginning of the 
Holocaust, the shadows of the atrocities from 
the era still cloak the lives of many people. 

The Holocaust began January 30, 1933 with 
the appointment of Adolf Hitler as chancellor 
of Germany. The appointment marked the 
beginning of a series of events that began a 12- 
year cycle of hatred toward anyone not deemed 
an Aryan. A decree issued by the Nazi party 
defined a non-Aryan as "anyone descended 
from non-Aryan, especially Jewish, parents or 
grandparents. One parent or grandparent clas- 
sifies the descendant as non-Aryan ...especially 

4 if one parent or grandparent was of the Jewish 
faith." 

"It's a unique historical phenomenon." 
described Nancv Rupprecht. a history professor 
at MTSU. 

In addition to being a history professor. 
Rupprecht also served as program chair for the 
MTSU Holocaust Conference, which was held 
April 13-15. The conference is held even other 
year at MTSU. 

By keeping the memories of the Holocaust 
alive, the conference is one way that survivors 
ensure that history won't be repeated. 

"If we don't perpetuate the memory, we cer- 
tainly see people today that are capable of that 
kind' of irrationality and hate." Rupprecht 
warned. "People won't be on alert." 

But Holocaust education goes beyond what 
is read in history text books. 

"Cold facts don't give the whole picture," 
Rupprecht said. 

Personal memoirs and historical studies 
help fill in the gaps between the lines of fact. 
One person's story of their individual trek 
through hell more truly reflects how it was for 
the victims of Hitler's reckoning. 

That's the purpose the bi-annual conference 
serves. Experts showcase papers and research 
results with the audience, and survivors share 
their stories. 

This recent conference featured Misha 
Defonseca, who was a child from Belgium dur- 
ing the Holocaust era. 

After her parents were deported to a concen- 
tration camp, Defonseca wandered Europe in 
search of them, and on two separate occasions 
she claims she was taken in by wolves. 

Yojtec h Blodig from the Czech Republic pre- 
sented, "Terezin and the Memory of the 
Holocaust in Czechoslovakia Since 1945" as 
part of the fourth session titled, "Genocide in 
the Post-war World: Perspectives from the 
Present." 

Rupprecht said she considers this confer- 
ence to be the best one yet, and said that some 
of the guests agreed. 

The next conference on the Holocaust at 
MTSU is scheduled for 2002.■ 
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Richard Hitchins of Clark University lectures about Nazi 
Web sites as part of the Holocaust Conference. 
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A member of the German police kicks a Jew who is 
climbing onto the back of a truck during a round-up for 
forced labor as two other Germans look in 
amusement. German police shoot Jewish women who remain alive in a ravine after a mass execution. 

A Survivor's 
Prayer 

A Cybrary of the Holocaust 
http://remember.org/ 

I have lived 
dear G-d 
in a world gone mad 
and I have seen 
evil 
unleashed beyond reason or 
understanding. 

I was with them. 
We drank from the same 
bitter cup. 

I hid with them 
Feared with them, 
Struggled with them 
And when the killing was finally 
done 
I had survived 
while millions had died. 
I do not know why 

I have asked many questions 
for which there are no answers 
And I have even cursed 
my life 
thinking I could not 
endure the pain. 

But a flame 
inside 
refused to die. 
I could not throw away 
What had been ripped away 
from so many. 

In the end 
I had to choose life. 
I had to struggle to cross 
the bridge between 
the dead and the living. 
I had to rebuild 
what had been destroyed. 
I had to deny death 
Another victory. 

'Ly si st rat a' receives 
futuristic makeover 

Ruth Peltier 
Staff Reporter 

Last week MTSU theatre 
transported Lysistrata's cru- 
sade against war out of 
ancient Greece and into the 
24th century. 

When the play begins, 
Earth has nearly perished in 
a nuclear holocaust. Some of 
her people survived by 
escaping into space while 
others lived through the dis- 
aster in underground shel- 
ters. 

Now they face the 
Herculean task of repopulat- 
ing the planet. 

Instead of concentrating 
on the task, however, the 
two groups of men are fight- 
ing one another for suprema- 
cy. 

Lysistrata, heroine of 
ancient Greece, arises to 
save the day. 

She proposes a bold plan. 
She convinces the women 
among the survivors to 
refuse to have sex until the 
men produce a lasting 
peace. 

Anna  Gorisch  gives  an 

inspired performance as 
Lysistrata. 

She is very believable 
even when she is rising out 
of the floor. 

The set, consisting of the 
ruins of earth's buildings, 
was dramatically illuminat- 
ed with laser lights which 
were extremely effective. 

Bridgett Jordan and Paul 
Hull play Myrina and 
Kinesias, a married couple 
who find the restrictions 
"difficult." They both con- 
vey a sense of confusion and 
divided loyalties that shapes 
the play. 

The costuming is unique. 
It features brightly colored, 
exaggerated body parts. I 
leave to your imagination 
exactly which body parts. 

As the audience was fill- 
ing the theater, I noticed a 
student who had brought 
her parents to see the play. 

When they passed me, I 
overheard the man saying. 
"Don't be surprised if Dad 
decides to leave the theater." 

MTSU theatre has entered 
this production in the 
Kennedy Genter American 
College Theater Festival.■ 

RIM student lands DJ. gig at 'River' 
Elizabeth Herschberger 

Contributer 

An MTSU recording industry 
student has made an early 
launch into the real world, now 
doubling as a disc jockey on 
"107.5 The River," a popular 
Nashville radio station. 

Nathan Lux realized the field 
he's currently training to enter is 
a pretty competitive one, but 
that didn't stop him from waltz- 
ing into a major radio station 
and snagging a job. 

"They would never have 
looked at me if I hadn't been a 
recording industry student," he 
said. 

Lux is an on-air D.J. from 11 
p.m. to 1 a.m. during "Open 
House Party," a weekly late- 
night program broadcast to all of 
the Top 40 radio stations every 
Saturday. He also gets a lot of 
experience with board opera- 
tions and helps edit and create 
plugs. 

"It's my job to come up with 
new and innovative ideas," Lux 
said. 

Radio stations like "The 
River" have to be concerned 
with appealing to a youthful 
audience and remaining "fresh." 
That's where Lux comes in. 

He has grown very familiar 
with the millions of buttons that 
blink before him on the console. 

His hands move swiftly across 
the board as he looks up at the 
computer si reen, whii h tells 
him tin- order of the songs and 
advertisements. 

I le groans as he prepares to 
put on an upcoming N'Sync 
song. Then he answers a Few 
phone calls from eager listeners 
requesting songs or wanting to 
make "shout outs." and says 
he'll see what he can do. 

"Thankfully, my classes 
helped me learn a lot of useful 
terminology. I knew what a lot 
of this stuff did. but before class- 
es, I had no idea what most of it 
was called," Lux said. "I would 
have looked like an idiot not 
knowing." 

He's been working at "The 
River" since October and enjoys 
it quite a bit. 

When Lux was first hired. 
"The River" paid for him to take 
voice training for a month and a 
half. 

Since Lux completed the pro- 
gram, he has been allowed to 
interject his own comments 
between songs, pending the 
choice of a radio name. 

Beaming with a look of pride. 
Lux shows some of his friends 
around the station. Walking 
through the halls to the booth, 
he warns them authoritatively to 
watch their heads and step 
because of the construction 
going on. 

He hurries through the corri- 
dors, excitedly chanting that it's 
almost time to plug in the next 
commercial. Finally, he reaches 
the booth and goes straight back 
to the console to rapidly begin 
his next wave of work. 

When everything has been 
completed in time, he heaves a 
long sigh and collapses onto his 
stool to face his awestruck 
friends. Piddling with one of his 
rings. Lux looks pleased that 
they look impressed. 

He begins to talk to his 
friends about the live program 
he did on New Year's Eve. 

"It was really exciting, but 
kinda scary, ya know?" he said. 
"We didn't know whether the 
power was going to go out or 
what. But. plus, you just never 
know what kind of psychos are 
lurking about on a night like 
that. The station even got bond) 
threats during the day." 

Security guards had to 
accompany Lux at the station for 
the entire night. He had to carry 
a special box containing a cell 
phone and a blow horn to alert 
the police and warn the other 
people in the building in case he 
got a bomb threat while on the 
air. 

Being hired as a D.J. for "The 
River" was quite an achieve- 
ment for Lux. He is only the sec- 
ond D.J. to ever bo hired by the 
radio station while still attend- 

ing college. 
He said that when he inter- 

viewed for "The River," he did- 
n't really expect to be hired as a 
D.J.. He was hoping for an 
internship or an assistant's posi- 
tion. Before he knew it. though, 
he was training to be a profes- 
sional D.J. 

Before Lux worked at "The 
River," he had a program on the 
campus student-run radio sta- 
tion. WMTS. for nearly a year. 
He said that having the experi- 
ence was a definite plus when it 
came time to apply for "The 
River." 

Lux is still plugging away in 
recording industry classes at 
MTSU during the week. He is 
also pursuing other musical 
interests on the side. 

He plays drums for a "hard- 
core." or very heavy, metal/rap 
band, that he recently helped 
form. 

"It's all about connections," 
he said. "MTSU's recording 
industry program was the first 
connection I needed. It got me in 
the door." 

Lux also said that he loved 
the fact that working for a pro- 
fessional radio station is giving 
him more connections. 

"1 feel like I'm meeting the 
right people," he said. "I'm 
going to be able to move on to 
bigger and better things when 
the time is right."■ 


