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French students arrive, continue studies at MTSU 
University 
well-suited to 
diverse interests 
By Michael Haynes 
Staff Writer 

Recently, seven French stu- 
dents, two graduate and five 
undergraduate, arrived at 
MTSU to study for the academ- 
ic year. 

Six are studying as part of an 
exchange program, and one is 
independently pursuing a mas- 
ter's degree. 

Of the seven, three female 
and four male, one comes from 
Caen,     one     comes     from 

Besancon, three come from 
Cherbourg and two come from 
St.Lo. 

According to Rosemary Kew 
in the department of Foreign 
Languages, MTSU has a recip- 
rocal agreement with the 
University of Caen, the satellite 
campuses at Cherbourg and St. 
L6, and the University of 
Besancon. 

Each year five students from 
the Institut Universitaire de 
Technologie of 
Caen/Cherbourg/St. L6 study at 
MTSU and take classes in vari- 
ous academic disciplines. For 
the past two years at least one 
graduate student from 
Besancon has studied at MTSU. 

This year is no exception. 
The     five     students     from 

Cherbourg are Jerome Laubion, 
Caroline Biron, Erwan Le 
Belleguy, Thibaut Ducy and 
Pierrick Lecacheur. All of them 
cite that improving their 
English is their primary reason 
for coming to the United States. 

Jerome Laubion, 25, is from 
St. L6. He has been studying 
International business in 
France. He is also interested in 
imports and exports as well as 
logistics. This is his second trip 
to the United States, after hav- 
ing spent some time in Maine. 
His interest in logistics has 
already served him well, as he 
drove a van from Houston to 
Murfreesboro after arriving 
from France. 

Caroline Biron, 22, is also 
from St. L6. She is studying 

international business. She 
speaks three languages already, 
including English, Spanish and 
some Finnish. 

Erwan Le Belleguy, 23, has 
already graduated with an engi- 
neering degree. He is from the 
IUT in Cherbourg and decided 
to take some classes in industri- 
al safety and pollution control. 
He commented that his cur- 
riculum in France didn't 
include these courses but that 
he would like to gain some 
experience in these areas. He 
hopes his course work at MTSU 
will provide a "different point of 
view" as it relates to engineer- 
ing. 

Thibaut Ducy, 24, has also 
received his degree in engineer- 
ing from France. Like Erwan, 

he's taking courses related to 
industrial safety and pollution 
control. During his time in the 
United States, he hopes to trav- 
el, experience the culture and 
visit manufacturing facilities to 
learn more about their opera- 
tions. 

Pierrick Lecacheur, 21, is 
studying electronics and com- 
puter science. Already a gradu- 
ate, he is taking coursework that 
will broaden his knowledge. He 
hopes to travel in North 
America. 

Tanya Fatima, from 
Besancon, and Rachel Courty, 
from Caen, are both graduate 
teaching assistants in the 
department of foreign lan- 
guages. Tanya is an exchange 
student  from  Besancon.  She 

teaches one class of beginning 
French, and one conversation 
class. This year she must pre- 
pare a thesis in order to have her 
degree conferred in France. 

Rachel Courty is independ- 
ently pursuing a master of arts 
in teaching. She has already 
earned two degrees from France 
in Irish literature, and teaching 
French to non-native speakers. 
Furthermore, she teaches one 
section of beginning French 
that she hopes "will give her 
experience in the classroom." 

According to Kew, the recip- 
rocal agreements are available 
for MTSU students. 

For more information, 
please contact Kew at 898-2981 
or visit www.englishfirst.org. ♦ 

Student: Volunteer groups offer diverse opportunities Rutledge: Movers offered 
Continued from I 

Habitat for Humanity, Special 
Kids Inc., domestic violence 
program and the Discovery 
Center at Murfree Springs. 

Habitat for Humanity is a 
Christian housing ministry. 
Their objective is to provide 
affordable housing to families 
in the Rutherford County com- 
munity. 

There is criteria that must be 
met to qualify for Habitat for 
Humanity and volunteers have 
a part in that. Habitat for 
Humanity is looking for volun- 
teers for eight different commit- 
tees: fund-raising, public rela- 
tions, family selection, family 
nurture, site selection, con- 
struction, volunteer coordinat- 
ing and church relations. 

Habitat for Humanity is a 
non-profit organization that 
operates entirely through vol- 
unteers. 

Special Kids Inc. is also a 
non-profit organization. They 
are a Christian center providing 
day nursing, rehabilitation and 
social services for children with 
special needs. 

The children at Special Kids 
have medical obstacles which 
prevent them from attending 
regular day care. 

Special Kids is looking for 
volunteers to assist in adminis- 
trative duties such as filing, fax- 
ing, sorting records or answer- 
ing phones. 

They also need volunteers to 
entertain the children, help with 
reading, feeding and playing. 

"We're looking for students 
that show interest and will be a 
committed volunteer," said 
Elizabeth Smith of Special Kids. 

The Domestic Violence 
Program is a non-profit organi- 
zation, which is partially funded 
by the state of Tennessee. They 
are also a participating United 
Way Agency. 

The Domestic Violence 
Program pushes for goals of "to 
prevent ... to reduce ... to edu- 
cate ... to insist... to involve." 

The program deals with dat- 
ing abuse, domestic violence, 
rape and sexual assault. They 
are looking for volunteers in all 

areas from counseling to 
administrative. 

The Discovery Center at 
Murfree Springs is the former 
Child Discovery House. 

"We're brand new. We 
opened Aug. 3 and we're open 
Monday through Saturday from 
10 to 5. Right now we're just 
trying to let everyone know 
about us," said volunteer coor- 
dinator Sandy Christenson. 

The Discovery Center is a 
hands-on museum and envi- 
ronmental center. They offer 
programs and exhibits for chil- 
dren to come and learn with. 

Volunteers for the Discovery 
Center would learn how to cre- 
ate and restore exhibit items, 
present educational programs 
and gain knowledge in areas of 
science, art and culture. 

The Discovery Center offers 
programs such as Tennessee 
Live, Newton's Loft, Creation 
Station and Window to the 
World. 

Each exhibit is a hands-on 
way of learning about the envi- 
ronment and the world. 

The Student Organization 
fair housed more than 25 cam- 
pus organizations. 

"The student organizations 
that are active on campus come 
out for this fair," Neill said. 
"They provide information on 
their organization, what they're 
all about and how to join." 

The fair featured such 
groups as fraternities, sororities 
and religious organizations, 
National Association of Black 
Journalists, environmental 
organizations. Circle K and the 
Mock Trial team as well as many 
others. 

The fair's purpose was to 
inform students on active stu- 
dent organizations on campus. 
MTSU has more than 200 stu- 
dent organizations, but not all 
of those are active. 

Each organization has the 
option to set up a table to give 
out information on their organ- 
ization, answer questions, 
explain their mission and look 
for interested students. 

For any information about 
any student organization, con- 
tact Neill at 904-8418. 
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he go to Rutledge to find out 
what was going on, he said. 

"I thought that maybe I had 
to just sign in at Rutledge," 
Williams said. "But I found out 
that I actually had to move in 
Rutledge." 

After the renovations are 
done, there will be approxi- 
mately 34 rooms available in 
Monohan for the residents, 
according to Housing and 
Residential Life. Rutledge 
accommodates two people to a 
room. However, some residents 
will have two other roommates 
once they move in Monohan. 

For the residents, Housing 
and Residential Life will provide 

compensation by helping them 
move, Sudak said. 

"We're going to have moving 
assistants to help the resident 
move," Sudak said. "It will be 
manpower and transportation, 
so that the parents won't have to 
come back to move the stu- 
dents." 

Once Rutledge is empty, 
Housing will no longer have 
control of the building. 
Academic Affairs will have 
power over the building and is 
planning to turn the facility into 
academic offices in the years to 
come, said Watson Hannah of 
Academic Affairs. ♦ 

Part two of this story will run 
Wednesday. 

Constitution: Hotly debated 
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Freshman Linzi Croi (standing) learns about MTSU's 
Student Programming organization from current organi- 
zation member Courtney Huckabay (sitting). 

For more information on Habitat for 
Humanity, call 890-5877. 

For   more   information   on   Special 
Kids, call Smith at 890-1003. 

For more information on volunteer- 
ing, for the Domestic Violence 
Program, contact Ruth Howard at 400- 
0485. 

Any questions about the Discovery 
Center or about volunteering can be 
directed to Sandy Christenson at 890- 
2300. 
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than a thousand years after 
Muhammad died that Muslim 
forces, now controlled by the 
Ottoman Empire, were finally 
expelled from Europe. 

Now a Christian author and 
lecturer,  Layton  received an 
ovation from the crowd when 
he said, "I do not want to see 
Islam as the predominant gov- 
ernment in the United States. It 
would make me very nervous." 

Historian and civil rights 
activist William French said that 
although the Qu'ran speaks of 
having a democracy and free- 
dom of mind, the facts don't 
comply. 

He noted that that only four 
Nobel Prize winners have been 

Muslims, while Scotland alone 
has produced 32 and more than 
a hundred winners have been 
Jewish. The United Nations, he 
said, has reported that Muslim 
economic output minus oil is 
only about 20 percent of the 
economy of Japan. 

He suggested that the Qu'ran 
is good in theory, but he could- 
n't find any practical applica- 
tion of what it claims to do. 

Vijay Kumar, a local 
spokesman for Citizens United 
for the Separation of Religion 
and Government, said that 
sponsoring such discussion is a 
priority for his organization to 
promote religious tolerance. 

The weekend panel was held 
in part to commemorate the 
events of Sept. 11. ♦ 
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Interested in working? Have Comments/suggestions? lust want to 

hang out with a bunch of crazy Kids? 

Cnme on Down! 

Monday, 
Aug. 26 
4-6 p.m. 

in the 
Sidelines 
office 
(James Union 
Building, 
Room 310) 


