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Track team seeks to excel 

First Road Victory 

The Lady Raiders picked up their 
first ever road win in the Sun Belt 
Conference. The 77-61 victory over 
University of Arkansas-Little Rock 
ends the Lady Raiders' second three- 
game losing streak of the season and a 
four-game losing streak on the road 
dating back nearly a month. 

The theory of "score-by-committee" 
continued as a trio of Lady Raiders hit 
double figures led by the sophomore 
from Finland, Paula Penttila with 17. 
Penttila followed up her scoreless per- 
formance at Denver on Thursday with 
a near flawless shooting performance at 
UALR missing only one shot and mak- 
ing all four attempts from behind the 
arc. 

)unior Joanne Aluka continued her 
consistent shooting missing only two 
shots while scoring 16. 

Aluka heading into Saturday's game 
was shooting 54.5 percent from the 
floor averaging more than 13 points 
against conference opponents. Aluka's 
double-digit performance is the sixth 
in a row, the longest such streak on the 
team. 

Holding that streak prior to Aluka 
was junior Jamie Thomatis. Thomatis 
had scored double-digits in 29 consec- 
utive games prior to her eight-point 
performance at Denver. 

She began a new streak at UALR 
posting 15, giving her a season average 
of more than 20. 

The Lady Raiders shot better than 
50 percent for the first time since the 
UALR game in Murfreesboro on Jan. 8. 
The 50 percent plateau has been an 
omen for the Lady Raiders. 

They have yet to been beaten in 
games they shoot above that plateau 
posting six wins. They are 8-1 when 
simply shooting better than their 
opponents. 

Tough defeat 

The Lady Raiders came within .4 of 
a second from upsetting the western 
division favorite on its home floor. 

Denver's Nikki Weddle hit a 17-foot 
jump shot with four-tenths of a second 
left as the Pioneers staved off Middle 
Tennessee 59-57. 

Middle Tennessee held the Pioneers 
to just 37.5 percent from the floor and 
only 25 percent from three-point 
range. 

Denver was equal to the task limit- 
ing the Lady Raiders to 39 percent and 
holding the league's second leading 
scorer Jamie Thomatis to just 4-of-13 
from the floor and eight points. It was 
the third straight game that Middle 
Tennessee has been held below 40 per- 
cent from the floor. 

Joanne Aluka led the Lady Raiders 
with 13 points. 

Mia Parviainen contributed 11 
including 3-of-3 from long range. 

Chrissy Davenport provided a spark 
off the bench with 10 points and six 
rebounds with four coming off the 
offensive glass. 

Big *D' in the 'Boro 

Since allowing North Texas to shoot 
almost 60 percent on Jan. 6, the Lady 
Raiders defense has progressively 
improved its field goal percentage 
defense in each game. 

UALR hit 46.2 percent the first time 
around followed by 44.8 against FIU, 
and 40.3 against South Alabama. 
Thursday, the Lady Raiders held 
Denver to 37.5 percent and Saturday 
UALR was limited to 37.3.4 

// you need your event in the Two 
Minute Drill, please call 898-2816 or e- 
mail the Sports Desk at slsports@mtsu.edu. 

By Adam Sparks 
Staff Writer 

With the Ohio Valley Conference an 
afterthought, the Middle Tennessee 
State track and field teams are aiming 
for Sun Belt Conference titles in the 
2000-2001 indoor seasons. 

After several successful years in the 
OVC, the Blue Raider track and field 
teams have recently entered their first 
full season in the Sun Belt. MTSU 
track and field head coach Dean Hayes 
is confident that his teams can contin- 
ue their winning ways. 

"We have a lot of quality on our 
teams," Hayes said. "The men's and 
women's teams are both real solid. 
They both have a good shot at [confer- 
ence titles)." 

The MTSU men's team won 
the 1999-2000 OVC indoor champi- 
onship and feature All-American 
sprinter Godfrey Herring and two- 
time OVC Track and Field Man of the 
Year Rob Jordan. 

Herring, a junior from Michigan, 
runs both the 200- and 400-meter 
dashes. He was the OVC 400-meter 
indoor champion and also ran the 
anchor leg for the OVC one-mile relay 
indoor champion in 2000. Jordan, also 
a junior, has won numerous titles in the 
400, long jump, triple jump, and one- 
mile relay, including the 1999 USA 
Junior long jump title. 

The MTSU women's team is a 
young, but deep squad which won the 
2000 Sun Belt outdoor championship 
as an invitee, despite not yet participat- 

ing in the conference season. Leading 
the way for the women's team is a pair 
of skilled sophomores, Willisa Heintz 
and Kim Freeman. 

Heintz exploded on the MTSU 
track scene last year as a freshman phe- 
nom from Texas. Winning numerous 
OVC titles in the 55, 100, and 200, 
Heintz was nearly unbeatable through- 
out 1999 and 2000. She also represent- 
ed MTSU on the USA Junior team. 

"[Willisa] did everything that you 
could ask an athlete to do last year," 
MTSU assistant coach Roger Kerr said. 

"She is one of those people who 
leads by example. She goes and does it. 
There are those people who are talkers 
and chuckers and jivers, especially in 
track. But Willisa just shuts them out 
and does her thing; and when she does, 

Photo by Matthew H. Starling | Chief Photographer 

Jonathan Whitworth pushes the ball upcourt against the Pioneers.The Blue Raiders lost by two points. 

MT slaughtered... again 
Blue Raiders lose to Trojans, 
Pioneers in Sun Belt play last week 
By Nick Hefley 
Staff Writer 

Middle Tennessee only shot 7-29 
(26.9 pet) in the second half and 
managed 56 points, their worst offen- 
sive production of the year and lost to 
Arkansas-Little Rock 77-56. 

The Trojans jumped out to an early 
10-3 lead on two Alan Barksdale treys. 
However, MT would come back on 
five straight points by sophomore for- 
ward Bryant Mitchell, who led the 
Blue Raiders with 15 points and nine 
rebounds. 

MT would take the lead at 19-16 
on a Kevin White three, but this 
would be the only time they held the 
lead the entire game. 

ULAR would go into halftime over 
the Blue Raiders 42-31. Laverne Smith 
and Alan Barksdale led the way for the 
Trojans with 13 and 11 points respec- 
tively. As a team, ULAR shot a whop- 
ping 16-29 (55.2 pet) and both teams 
connected on 6-11 (54.5) on their 3- 
point opportunities. 

The Trojans would go on an 18-5 
run midway through the second half 
and up their lead to 64-42. Middle 
Tennessee would never have a chance 

down the stretch, as ULAR would 
constantly score uncontested lay-ups 
to put the game out of reach. 

Laverne Smith led the way for the 
Trojans with 21 points. Stan 
Blackmon's 20 points, nine rebound 
effort coupled with a 4-5 three point 
effort by Alan Barksdale, 18 points 
and seven assists, helped ULAR to 
overcome 14 turnovers. 

MT's leading scorer, senior Freddie 
Martinez only had three points and 
has had only 12 points over his last 
four games. Along with Martinez's 
poor production has gone the Blue 
Raider support, the Raiders shot a 
season low 18-53 (34.0 pet) from the 
field. 

"They stole a lot out of transition 
plays and they went down and got 
baskets," said Bryant Mitchell, who 
along with Tommy Gunn's 11 points 
and Jani Hiltunen's nine points, were 
the only offense MT had all night. 

"ULAR is a good team, we just 
needed to play better defense," said 
Coach Wiel. "It won't get any easier as 
we hit the road, 1 hope the shots start 
falling." 

MT loses their fourth straight 
game and drops to 5-11 (1-4) while 

ULAR improved to 10-6 (3-3). The 
Blue Raiders will next play Thursday 
night at Louisiana Tech. 

On Thursday Iiro Tenngren set 
season highs with 20 points and eight 
rebounds in a losing effort against the 
Denver Pioneers, 59-57. 

This was the Blue Raiders first 
game without Fernando Ortiz, was 
averaging 13 points per game. He will 
miss the remainder of the season due 
to chronic knee problems. The 
Raiders definitely had to step it up in 
his absence. 

Iiro Tenngren scored twice in the 
early minutes of the game to put the 
Raiders up 8-4. The Pioneers 
answered back and the half remained 
back and forth and at halftime. 
Middle led 23-22. 

The Blue Raider defense forced 15 
first half turnovers, but were only 10- 
33 (30.3 pet) and 1-7 from behind the 
arc for the half. Iiro Tenngren had 10 
and Denver's B.J. Pratt led all scorers 
at the half with 11. 

The Pioneers led 50-41 midway 
through the second half but it was the 
Blue Raiders' turn to make a late run. 

See Hoops, 8 

look out." 
Along with Heintz, Freeman will be 

looked upon to score points in numer- 
ous events. She captured long jump 
titles in both the OVC and Sun Belt 
championships, making her the first 
athlete in NCAA history to win titles in 
two conferences in the same year. She 
also excelled in the triple and high 
jumps. 

A handful of newcomers and sea- 
soned veterans should keep the MTSU 
women's team in the conference title 
hunt. Three transfer students -- Jerkita 
McClorin, Bromeka Holmes, and 
Nicolette Jarrett -- will bring experi- 
ence to the team, while talented fresh- 
men Letitia Eady and Tasha Cain will 

See Preview, 8 

Raiders 
dominate 
Invitational 
By Adam Sparks 
Staff Writer 

In the first of only two track and 
field meets at the Murphy Center this 
season, the Blue Raiders defended their 
home track well Saturday afternoon in 
the Middle Tennessee Invitational. 

The Middle Tennessee State track 
and field teams dominated a field that 
included two Sun Belt programs, 
Arkansas-Little Rock and Western 
Kentucky. The MTSU men and 
women's teams leaped and sped past 
the competition 

Willisa Heintz and Jerkita 
McClorin, both of the MTSU women's 
team, recorded career-best times in the 
55-meter dash and the 55-meter high 
hurdles, respectively. 

Heintz, the recent Sun Belt 
Performer of the Week, ran her sprint 
in 6.95 seconds. 

Tasha Cain and Doreshia Davis 
came in second and third. Heintz also 
won the 200-meter dash, remaining 
unbeaten in the 2000-2001 indoor sea- 
son. 

McClorin recorded her lifetime best 
with a 7.99 in the 55-m high hurdles 
while Naomi Ansah claimed first in the 
400-meter dash. 

Most noticeably, though, was the 
MTSU women's domination in the 
jumps. They captured five of the six 
top finishes in the triple jump with the 
sixth going to first place and former 
Blue Raider teammate Andreja Ribac. 
Those five other finishers include: 
Stephany Reid, Letitia Eady, Jameka 
Collins, Tiffany Purham and Kim 
Freeman. 

Freeman and Reid also finished the 
long jump in the top four with dis- 
tances of 5.76m and 5.61m, respective- 
ly- 

According to junior Stephany Reid, 
the team's dominance in the jumps 
was not surprising. 

"We have a strong jumps field and a 
lot of jumpers and we were expecting 
to do this well," Reid said. 

The MTSU track and field men's 
team, like the women, relied heavily on    • 
speed and jumps to defeat the compe- 
tition. 

All-American Godfrey Herring led 
a sweep of the 400 as Rob Jordan and 
D.J. Spann captured second and third. 

Herring settled for second in the 
200 as senior Tanko Braimah ran the 
race in 21.76 seconds. 

MTSU men finished the 55-m high 
hurdles in the top two spots, as well, 
with a pair of juniors - Jasper Demps 
and Haneef Sharif - claiming the vic- 
tory. 

Also similar to the women, the 
men's team staged a good showing in 
the jumps despite not unleashing the 
two-time OVC Track and Field Man of 
the Year Rob Jordan.   In his absence 

See Track, 8 
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/ Day 
Sportscast 

THURSDAY 

■ Women's Basketball 
Lady Raiders vs. La. Tech 

Murfreesboro, Tenn., 9 p.m. 

■ Men's Basketball 
Blue Raiders at La. Tech 

Ruston, La., TBA 

SATURDAY 

■ Women's Basketball 
Lady Raiders vs. 

New Orleans 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., 7 p.m. 

■ Women's Tennis 
Lady Raiders at Georgia 

Athens, Ga.. noon 

■ Mans Basketball 
Blue Raiders at 
New Orleans 

New Orleans, La. 2 p.m. 

■ Men's Tennis 
Kansas, Louisville and 

UALR 
Lawrence, Kan., TBA 

SUNDAY 

■ Men's Tennis 
Kansas, Louisville and 

UALR 
Lawrence, Kan., TBA 


