
Earle denies 
Tech reports 

..*• 

By EDDIE COSSAGE 
Sidelines Sports Editor 

MTSU Assistant Athletic 
Director Jimmy Earle denied 
published reports linking him to 
the vacant athletic directors post 
at Tennessee Tech University. 

"The Sunday Tennessean 
reported that officials at Ten- 
nessee Tech would seek per- 
mission from MTSU athletic 
director Charles "Bubber" 
Murphy to talk with Earle about 
the recently vacated position. 

The post became open when 
the Tennessee Tech athletic 
board voted to remove Don 
Wade from the athletic 
director's job so he could con- 
centrate fully on the duties as 
head football coach. Also, Tech 
is in the process of looking for a 
new basket5all coach after Cliff 
Malpass resigned following the 
season. 

However no one has contacted 
Murphy about speaking with 
Earle. 

"No one has gotten in touch 
with me," Murphy said 
yesterday afternoon. "All I know 
is what I read in the paper. I 
talked with Jimmy Earle about 
it this (yesterday) morning." 

Earle was hesitant to discuss 
much about the reports except to 

say he is happy at MTSU. 
"I have had some friends in 

Cookeville ask me to apply," 
Earle admitted. "I understand it 
is pretty widespread over there 
that I was interested. 

"But, I'm happy here and I 
really plan on staying," he 
added. "But if there is really a 
lot of interest and they really 
want to, I'll be happy to talk 
with them." 

Then he echoed Murphy's 
statements. 

"I have had no official contact 
with anyone at Tennessee 
Tech," Earle emphasized. "I 
have never applied for another 
job while here at MTSU." 

Earle does have links to the 
Cookeville area. Prior to en- 
tering the college coaching 
ranks, Earle coached in nearby 
Smithville. In addition, his wife, 
Frances, is from the Cookeville 
area. 

Tennessee Tech sports in- 
formation director Randy Stacy- 
was equally as vague about the 
rumors linking Earle to the job. 

"It is a common rule that no 
names of the applicants are to be 
released," Stacy said yesterday 
from Cookeville. "Really, about 
the only thing I know about 
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Elina Durchman displays the style that took her to the top of the 
OVC, twice being named women's tennis player of the year. 
Durchman injured her knee Saturday and is likely to be out of action 
for the rest of the vear. 
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Recruiting easier this yean. 

After big year, In ma n can be choosy 
By CAROL A. STUART 

Sidelines Sports Writer 

Lady Raider basketball coach 
Larry Inman sat back at the 
girls' TSSAA tourney last week, 
carefully looking over each 
prospect. You see, a little unlike 
last year, Inman can afford to be 
picky with his recruiting for next 
season. 

The reason? 
In his second year of coaching 

at Middle Tennessee, the former 
Mt. Juliet High coach led Lady 
Raider basketball into several 
new realms. They won the OVC 
championship, had the win- 
ningest season ever with a 23-11 
mark, beat rival Tennessee Tech 
by 15, came close to upsetting 
the University of Tennessee 
Lady Vols and made a bold 
attempt at national recognition. 

With that kind of track record 
behind him, Inman definitely 
has sufficient reason to be picky. 
Especially with all his players 
returning except for Josephine 
Wright. 

"We've got a good nucleus of 
a team, and I feel we can be 
very, very, very selective in 
players," Inman said. 

In fact, the coach is pretty 
confident about next year, 
considering that this was a 
"rebuilding year." The Lady 
Raiders were composed of at 
least eight freshmen who Inman 

frankly didn't know what to 
expect of. 

"I really didn't know what to 
expect ever. I can't give the girls 
enough credit," he remarked. 

"We knew we had something 
to prove. The kids had been 
winners in high school, and it 
was a carry-over. They rose to 
the occasion, especially in 
winning the OVC on the road in 
Morehead," he said. "I feel 
we've been very lucky and 
fortunate to have this year." 

The year wasn't exactly all 
sugar and cream, though. Even 
though Inman and company got 
media attention and local 
recognition with the season, a 
disappointing Tennessee state 
Division I tournament lessened 
the glory. 

Inman acknowledges that the 
loss to Tech in the semi-finals 
was the big disappointment of 
the season. And it is even more 
apparent that the by-pass of the 
Lady Raiders for an AIAW 
regional berth is just as up- 
setting. 

"I found out real quick that 
national recognition is not a true 
indication of the best teams — 
maybe the first ten teams, but 
not the last 20. It's a very 
political type thing." 

"I feel our team and players 
were just as good. I didn't feel 
they got a fair shake. Our team 

should have got an AIAW berth 
as well as UT and Tech. 

"Our kids know within their 
hearts. They don't need a poll," 
he said indicating the lack of 
respect he had for the national 
poll, one which left MTSU out, 
despite     the     tremendous 

achievements of the past season. 

With a good recruiting power 
play, Inman could wind up next 
season with achievements much 
higher than this year. But he's 
already made it clear that he's 
"not going to politic." 
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Knee injury 
stops Durchman 

By CAROL A. STUART 
Sidelines Sports Writer 

Two-time OVC Tennis Player of the Year Elina Dutchman 
sustained a knee injury Saturday thai could possibly keep her 
sidelined for the remainder of the season. 

Going into the final match of the afternoon, Middle Tennessee 
was preparing to upset favored Purdue with the score tied 4-4. 
Durchman and partner Diana Myers had won the first set 7-6 and 
were leading the second set 4-2 when Durchman returned a 
forehand for a winner and then fell to the ground. 

The native of Helsinki, Finland suffered a torn ligament inside the 
left knee that forced a default of the match and a Purdue win. But 
even worse for the MTSU squad, Durchman more than likely will be 
lost for the 1980 campaign. 

"The doctor said that her chances for playing this season are slim 
to none," women's tennis coach Sandy Neal said. "We're praying, 
hoping, and doing everything for a miracle, but she has about a one 
percent chance of coming back this year." 

Durchman's small chances consist of wearing a cast for 2 or 3 
weeks, and then being able to play in the OVC tournament, a little 
over a month away. But this rides solely on another examination by 
a doctor tomorrow. If worse comes to worse, she could possibly have 
an operation. 

"It's going to be a little while until I can play," Durchman said. "I 
can't walk. But the doctor was very optimistic about not having to 
do the operation." 

The number one seed of the team, Durchman commented that she 
absolutely would be back next year, even though she plans to 
graduate at Christmas. 

"I've had a knee operation before on the other leg, and I'm sure I 
can play next summer anyway," she said. 

Meanwhile Neal is faced with a dilemma about re-seeding her 
squad. In the OVC tournament, the players must compete in the 
same position they played during the season. If Durchman will be 
back by then, Neal needs to keep the other netters in the same spots 
and not worry about the number one position for the regular season. 

However, if Durchman is going to be sidelined, the other Lady 
Raiders will have each have to be moved up into stiffer competition. 
Neal won't be able to make a decision until that important 
examination tomorrow, though. 

"Doubles might have to be switched until Wednesday," Neal said 
yesterday at practice. "Other than that we're just waiting right 
now." 

The Lady Raiders begin a swing through Flordia next Tuesday, 
and have their next home match April 4 and 5. Saturday's disap- 
pointing loss to Purdue dropped the team's record to 0-3 for the 
spring. 

"I was so proud of the way they played. Purdue beat us 5-4 last 
year and had added new players at the one and two spots. Our girls 
went in with super attitudes and everyone was going after it," Neal 
said. 

"Then Elina got hurt and that overshadowed it. It's hard to lose 
anyone but it's even harder to lost your best player," she added. 

Rain tops baseballers; 
sets for Wesleyan 

Larry Inman 

Tennis team nets big win in Kentucky action 
By SCOTT ADAMS 

Sidelines Sports Writer 

MTSU's Blue Raider tennis 
team roared out of the starting 
blocks to begin their 1980 
campaign by rolling over three 
opponents in a full weekend of 
tennis in Richmond, Ky. 

The University of Kentucky 
was the first victim, going down 
7-2 on Friday afternoon. Head 
coach Dick LaLance said the key 
to the win over the Wilcats was 
the doubles play. 

"We were only up, 4-2 after 
the singles but we had an 
outstanding showing in the 
doubles that put the match 
away," Lal.ance said. "Tony 
(Fernandez) and Mark (Tulloch) 
played a \tii>cr match, and I 
wasn't really sure how they 
would do. For that mailer. I 
wasn't sure how the team as a 
whole would do." 

Middle    turned    in    another 

sparkling performance against 
the host team Eastern Kentucky 
on Saturday afternoon, downing 
the Colonels, 7-2. EKU is 
considered to be one of the 
toughest teams in the conference 
in doubles play, but they were 
no match for the Blue Raiders 
who rolled to their second 
victory of the weekend. 

After taking a short break for 
food MTSU took the court once 
again on Saturday to face the 
virtually unknown team from 
Western Michigan. 

"We didn't know what they 
had going into the match, but it 
didn't take long to realize they 
were going to be the l>est team 
we were going to play," Fer- 
nandez said. 

Playing in their second 
straight match, LaLance feared 
that fatigue might IK- a factor, 
but MTSU rolled to a 8-3 win to 
complete the sweep of the three 

matches. 
"The reason Western 

Michigan was so good was 
because they were really match 
tough," freshman Darren 
Christie said. They had been 
down in Florida playing a good 
bit and that makes a big dif- 
ference. There's a lot of dif- 
ference between just hitting in 
practice and actualb playing in 
a match." 

When asked about individual 
performances, LaLance im- 
mediately mentioned freshman 
Graeme (pronounced Craham) 
Harris. 

"Graeme had a great 
weekend. He won all of his 
singles matches and more or less 
blew cverj guy he played right 
off the court." I.a I.a nee said. 

Harris won uver his Kentucky 
op|M>nenl. 8-4, 7-5, but then lost 
only live games during his last 
four sets. 

"He's small in stature but he 
has a super variety of shots," 
LaLance continued. "But one of 
the most important things is that 
he plays all over the court. It 
almost impossible to get a shot 
by him." 

The Blue Raiders won't play 
again until their spring break 
trip to Louisiana, but LaLance 
said the rest will IK- more than 
useful. 

"We play Tulane on Satur- 
day, New Orleans on Sunday 
and L.S.U. on Monday, and 
they're all extremely talented 
teams. We'll play seven matches 
in eight days so we're going l<> 
need all the rest we can get." 

MTSU's overall record stands 
at 4-0. A mixture of junior 
varsity and varsitv players will 
host Tennessee State toda) <>n 
the Murphy Center courts with 
the match tentative!) scheduled 
lor 2 p.m. 

The MTSU baseball team lost 
yet another battle to what seems 
to be an almost unbeatable foe. 

The Raider baseballer's record 
stands at 1-6 against the foe — 
Mother Nature. Rain (and snow) 
has postponed or cancelled six of 
the previous seven games, the 
latest of which was a 
doubleheader this past Friday in 
Birmingham against the 
University of Alabama- 
Birmingham. In the only game 
MTSU has played all year, last 
Thursday afternoon against 
Belmont, the Raiders easily won 
14-2. 

"We are really short of 
games," head coach John 
Stanford said yesterday, taking 
timeout from the squad's 
workout. "The rainouts have 
really been a problem. We need 
to play some games, get 'em 
under our belt." 

The next chance MTSU has of 
getting a game "under its belt" is 
this afternoon against NAIA 
power Tennessee-Wesleyan. 
Wesleyan    will    provide   good 

competition following a year in 
which it lost by one run in the 
district finals to eventual 
national champion David 
Lipscomb of Nashville. 

Middle Tennessee and 
Wesleyan square off at 1 p.m. in 
doubleheader action. 

Standford plans on starting 
junior Bill Brattner on the 
mound of the opening game, but 
as of yesterday afternoon, was 
unsure of the starter in the 
second game. 

Assistant coach Carmen 
Fusco, who handles the 
defensive chores of the team, 
said he was relatively pleased 
with the fielding the Raiders 
displayed last Thursday. 
However, one position is still 
questionable. 

"We may do some shuffling in 
the outfield," Fusco said. "There 
seems to be one spot out there 
that nobody really wants, at 
least that's the way it seems to 
me. 

The game will be broadcast 
on WMOT-FM a 1 p.m. today. 

Kirnes qualifies for NCAA 

in MTSU's Last Chance Meet 
MTSU track coach Dean 

Hayes annually holds the "Last 
Chance Meet" in early March 
because it is about the last 
chance to qualify for the NCAA 
Indoor championships. 

The meet is designed to help 
qualify tracksters who 
previously had not qualified for 
the NCAA championships. 

The "Last Chance Meet" was 
held   Saturday   afternoon   In 
Murphy Center and Hayes was 
successful in qualifying another 
member of the MTSU squad for 
the national track meet. 

Freshman Andre Kirnes 
qualified for the NCAA 
championships Saturday with a 
long jump of 25-2' i. His 
distance placed him second in 
the competition Saturday to 
I .Si's F.ugcnc McCain. 

Coiii|H-ti(ois     from      MTSU. 

Dean Hayes 
Founder of *La»l Chance' 
Tennessee State. Western 
kentuck) and Murray competed 
in the meet, with a total of nine 
athletes qualifying for the 
NCAA championships.         


